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1
SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR SITUATION
AWARENESS, ADVISORY, TRACKING, AND
AIRCRAFT CONTROL INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

The field of the disclosure relates generally to situation
awareness, advisory information, and aircraft control, and
more specifically, to portable devices for processing and dis-
playing, and acting on situation awareness information and
advisory information.

Pilots use situation awareness information and advisory
information when operating aircraft. Unmanned air systems
(UAS) automated systems also utilize situation awareness
and advisory information. Such information may include the
position of the aircraft being operated, the position of addi-
tional aircraft, and/or advisory information. Situation aware-
ness information may also include flight plan information,
such as suggested routes, waypoints, etc.

At least some known situation awareness systems are fully
integrated into their associated aircraft. That is, hardware for
at least some situation awareness systems is permanently
coupled to various aircraft systems and is mounted within the
aircraft. Furthermore, given their complexity and permanent
installation, at least some known situation awareness systems
are relatively expensive.

Many pilots may be unable and/or unwilling to purchase
expensive and cumbersome situation awareness systems. For
example, general aviation pilots may be unable to afford
situation awareness systems utilized by commercial and/or
military pilots. Further, due to their configuration, certain
types of aircraft, including but not limited to older aircraft,
light sport, gliders, and balloons may be unable to support at
least some known situation awareness systems.

Atleast some known portable devices are unable to display
real-time positions of aircraft on moving map displays.
Accordingly, at least some known portable devices are unable
to present dynamic situation awareness information to a user.
Further, at least some known devices that do provide moving
map displays and information on traffic require transponder
installation and are unable to provide over-the-horizon (non-
local) traffic information or traffic flight plan information
along an intended ownship route.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In one aspect, a portable device for presenting situation
awareness information is provided. The portable device is
operable onboard an aircraft and includes a communications
module configured to communicate with a data center to
receive situation awareness information that includes at least
a real-time position for each of a plurality of additional air-
craft, a sensor module configured to determine a real-time
position of the portable device, and a display device config-
ured to overlay a moving map display with the situation
awareness information and the real-time position of the por-
table device.

In another aspect, a method for processing situation aware-
ness information is provided. The method includes receiving,
at a portable device operable onboard an aircraft, situation
awareness information from a data center, the situation
awareness information including at least a real-time position
for each of a plurality of additional aircraft, determining a
real-time position of the portable device, and displaying, on
the portable device, a moving map overlaid with the situation
awareness information and the real-time position of the por-
table device.
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In yet another aspect, a method for transmitting a real-time
position of an aircraft is provided. The method includes posi-
tioning a portable device onboard the aircraft, the portable
device including a sensor module and a communications
module, determining the real-time position of the aircraft
using the sensor module, and transmitting the real-time posi-
tion of the aircraft from the portable device to a data center
using the communications module.

The features, functions, and advantages that have been
discussed can be achieved independently in various embodi-
ments or may be combined in yet other embodiments, further
details of which can be seen with reference to the following
description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary situation
awareness systemn.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary portable device
that may be used as part of the system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an exemplary method for process-
ing situation awareness information that may be used with the
system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an exemplary data processing sys-
tem.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The systems and methods described herein facilitate pro-
cessing and presenting dynamic situation awareness informa-
tion. A portable device operable onboard an aircraft commu-
nicates with a data center to receive situation awareness
information, such as the real-time position of other aircraft.
The portable device also includes sensors for determining the
real-time position of the portable device, and accordingly, the
aircraft. The received situation awareness information and the
real-time position of the aircraft may be displayed on the
portable device. Further, the portable device may also be used
to transmit situation awareness information to the data center,
the situation awareness information gathered from one or
more airborne sensors.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary situation
awareness system 100. System 100 includes a portable device
102 that receives and transmits situation awareness informa-
tion, as described in detail below. A user 104 interacts with
and/or operates portable device 102. As used herein, the term
“situation awareness information” may include aircraft posi-
tion information, flight plan information, weather informa-
tion and/or advisories, and/or any other data that may be
transmitted and/or received within system 100. Advisories
may include, for example, restricted regions and/or routes,
and/or suggested reroutes to avoid weather, traffic, and/or
terrain.

In the exemplary embodiment, user 104 and portable
device 102 are located onboard an aircraft 105. Alternatively,
in embodiments where aircraft 105 is operated remotely, user
104 and/or portable device 102 may not be located onboard
aircraft 105. Additionally, when aircraft 105 is operated
remotely, portable device 102 may be onboard aircraft 105
and interface between a control center and an autopilot sys-
tem of aircraft 105, as described in detail below. As used
herein, the term “aircraft” includes airplanes, unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs), missiles, ordinance, gliders, helicop-
ters, balloons, and other objects that travel. For a UAV, in
some embodiments, portable device 102 may be located at a
UAV control station to provided additional and/or redundant
situation awareness and/or control mechanisms.
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To transmit and receive situation awareness information,
portable device 102 communicates with other devices and/or
systems over a communications link 106. In the exemplary
embodiment, portable device 102 utilizes communications
link 106 to communicate with a ground center 110 and other
aircraft 112. Communications link 106 may include, but is not
limited to, a wired and/or wireless network, a satellite net-
work, radio, 3G, 4G, Controller Pilot Data Link Communi-
cations (CPDLC), and Tactical Digital Information Links
(TADIL). In some embodiments, portable device 102 may
communicate different types of data using difterent commu-
nication links 106. For example a 3G link may have a lower
link latency, lower dropout rate, etc. In some embodiments,
portable device 102 may also simultaneously communicate
over multiple communication links 106 and/or to multiple
receiving entities in order to improve communications reli-
ability.

Ground center 110 functions as a data center for portable
device 102 and may include an automated dynamic airspace
control (ADAC) center, an air route traffic control center
(ARTCC), an airport-based control tower, a terminal radar
approach control (TRACON) center, and/or a flight service
station (FSS). Alternatively, ground center 110 includes any
control center that enables system 100 to function as
described herein. Ground center 110 manages situation
awareness information, generates trajectory predictions for
aircraft 105 and 112, and generates and transmits reroute
commands and/or advisories to aircraft 105 and 112. While in
the exemplary embodiment, portable device 200 communi-
cates with ground center 110, alternatively, portable device
200 communicates with any data center that enables system
100 to function as described herein. For example, portable
device 200 may communicate with a data center onboard
another aircraft, ship, or satellite, and/or distributed across
multiple entities.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a portable device 200 that may
be used as part of system 100 (shown in FIG. 1), such as
portable device 102. In the exemplary embodiment, portable
device 200 is a tablet computer. Alternatively, portable device
200 may be any portable device that enables system 100 to
function as described herein. Portable device 200 includes a
sensor module 202, a communications module 204, a user
interface module 206, and an external device interface mod-
ule 208. A processing module 210 is coupled to sensor mod-
ule 202, communications module 204, user interface module
206, and external device interface module 208. Processing
module 210 processes data for at least one of sensor module
202, communications module 204, user interface module
206, and external device interface module 208.

In the exemplary embodiment, sensor module 202 includes
a global positioning system (GPS) sensor 220. GPS sensor
220 determines geopositional information for portable device
200, and accordingly, geopositional information for aircraft
105 when portable device 200 is onboard aircraft 105. Geopo-
sitional information may include, for example, the current
latitude, longitude, and/or altitude of portable device 200.
The geopositional information may be calculated, for
example, by communicating with satellites using communi-
cations module 204. Based on the geopositional information,
using processing module 210, portable device 200 may cal-
culate a predicted trajectory for aircraft 105 that may be
displayed on portable device 200 and/or transmitted to
ground center 110 (shown in FIG. 1).

Sensor module 202 may also include additional sensors,
such as a camera, a gyroscope, and altimeter, a barometer, an
accelerometer, and/or any sensor that enables portable device
200 to function as described herein. In embodiments where
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sensor module 202 includes multiple sensors, portable device
200 may combine and analyze input from multiple sensors
using, for example, processing module 210. Additionally,
portable device may receive and/or process supplemental
sensor data from external sensor modules.

Communications module 204 transmits and receives data
for portable device 200. Using communications module 204,
data may be transmitted and received from ground center 110
and other aircraft 112 for example, using communications
link 106 (all shown in FIG. 1). Communications module 204
transmits and receives data using any suitable communica-
tions medium, including, but not limited to, a wired and/or
wireless network, an Iridium satellite network, radio, 3G,
Controller Pilot Data Link (CPDL), and Tactical Digital
Information Links (TADIL). Moreover, in the exemplary
embodiment, communications module 204 is capable of
over-the-horizon communication of data. Further, communi-
cations module 204 is capable of communicating over mul-
tiple communications networks for an increased response
time. Data transmitted and/or received by communications
module 204 includes situation awareness information from
ground center 110, geopositional information from GPS sen-
sor 220, messages from user 104 input using user interface
module 206, and/or any other types of data that enable por-
table device 200 to function as described herein. Communi-
cations module 204 may include an expanded data receiving
capability, such as a stackable bus system, an expanded data
processing capability, and/or an expanded data translation
capability.

While in the exemplary embodiment, communications
module 204 is part of portable device 200, alternatively, com-
munications module 204 may be external to portable device
200. In embodiments where communications module 204 is
external to portable device 200, communications module 204
and portable device 200 interface using any suitable medium
including, but not limited to, a wireless network and/or a
physical cable.

In the exemplary embodiment, communications module
204 transmits geopositional information from GPS sensor
220 to ground center 110. Geopositional information may be
transmitted to ground center 110 continuously or periodi-
cally. The transmitted geopositional information provides
basic tracking data for aircraft 105 to ground center 110.
Ground center 110 can utilize the geopositional information
to update situation awareness information, generate trajec-
tory predictions for aircraft 105, and/or generate and transmit
reroute commands to aircraft 105 and/or other aircraft 112.
Accordingly, portable device 200 may provide tracking data
to ground center 110 without the use of additional GPS or
automatic dependent surveillance broadcast (ADS-B) sys-
tems.

Communications module 204 also receives situation
awareness information from ground center 110 and/or other
aircraft 112. In the exemplary embodiment, communications
module 204 receives position and trajectory information for
other aircraft 112. The received position and trajectory infor-
mation may be displayed for user 104 using user interface
module 206.

User interface module 206 includes an input device 226,
such as a touchscreen, keypad and/or keyboard, and/or mouse
that enables user 104 to enter information and interact with
portable device 200. Using input device 226, user 104 can
input one or more alerts. Such alerts may include weather
advisories, flocks of birds, and/or the locations of thermals,
turbulence, and/or control towers. Additionally, the alerting
system may also serve as a timely incident reporting system.
Using communications module 204, an input alert may be
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transmitted to ground center 110 for distribution to other
aircraft 112. User 104 may also utilize user interface module
206 to input and send messages to an operator at ground
center 110 regarding the status of aircraft 105. User 104 may
also communicate information to any data processing center,
control center, or aircraft owner entity that enables system
100 to function as described herein.

User interface module 206 also includes a display device
228 that enables user 104 to view situation awareness infor-
mation. In the exemplary embodiment, display device 228
displays a moving map overlaid with dynamic situation
awareness information. The moving map may include terrain
data, elevation data, and/or any other information that enables
display device 228 to function as described herein. Moreover,
data associated with the moving map may be stored on por-
table device 200 and/or streamed and/or received from other
sources. For example, map data may be received from ground
center 110 using communications module 204. Portable
device 200 receives situation awareness information from
one or more source and displays the situation awareness
information on display device 228.

In the exemplary embodiment, situation awareness infor-
mation includes an own ship depiction that shows the real-
time position of aircraft 105 on the moving map. Flight plan
data for aircraft 105, such as waypoints and/or other symbols
may be shown on display device 228. A depiction and posi-
tion of other aircraft, such as aircraft 112 may also be shown
on display device 228. Situation awareness displayed on dis-
play device 228 may include any other information that
enables portable device 200 to function as described herein.
For example, information associated with weather advisories,
flocks of birds, and/or the locations of thermals, turbulence,
and/or control towers may be displayed on display device
228.

In the exemplary embodiment, portable device 200 deter-
mines the real-time position of aircraft 105 using GPS mod-
ule 220. Alternatively, portable device 200 may interface with
one or more external devices to determine the real-time posi-
tion of aircraft 105. For example, portable device 200 may
interface with an external GPS device onboard aircraft 105.

Flight plan data for aircraft 105 may be stored on portable
device 200, or may be received from ground center 110 via
communications module 204. If ground center 110 transmits
one or more reroute commands to portable device 200, the
flight plan data shown on display device 228 is updated
accordingly. For example, after a reroute command is
received from ground center 110, updated waypoints may be
shown on display device 228. Portable device 200 may also
verify the validity, safety, and/or feasibility of a reroute com-
mand received from ground center 110 using processing
module 210. Moreover, in some embodiments, a plurality of
route options and information associated with each route
option (e.g., time, distance, fuel requirements, etc.) may be
shown on display device 228.

Portable device determines the real-time position of other
aircraft 112 by communicating with ground center 110 using
communications module 204 in the exemplary embodiment.
That is, other aircraft 112 transmit associated real-time posi-
tion information to ground center 110, which in turn relays
the information to portable device 200. Alternatively, por-
table device 200 may determine the real-time position of
other aircraft 112 by communicating directly with other air-
craft 112.

External device interface module 208 enables portable
device 200 to interface and/or communicate with one or more
external devices (not shown) onboard aircraft 105. Such
external devices include, but are not limited to, an autopilot
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system, an air data system, a satellite modem, a GPS device,
a cellular modem, a radio, a sensor system, a radar system,
and/or an ADS-B system. Accordingly, in some embodi-
ments, portable device 200 may receive information from
such external devices.

In order to interface with the external devices, external
device interface module 208 includes suitable hardware, such
as converters and/or adaptors. For example, in one embodi-
ment, external device interface module 208 includes a serial
adaptor and a wireless network adaptor. While in the exem-
plary embodiment, external device interface module 208 is
separate from communications module 204, in some embodi-
ments, external device interface module 208 is part of com-
munications module 204. Further, in some embodiments,
external device interface module 208 is a separate component
from portable device 200.

Using external device interface module 208, portable
device 200 may interface directly with an autopilot system to
control aircraft 105. Specifically, flight plan data for aircraft
105 may be stored and/or received at portable device 200, as
described above. Portable device 200 supplies the received
flight plan data to the autopilot system, and the autopilot
system utilizes the flight plan data to perform control maneu-
vers to control flight of aircraft 105. To interface directly with
the autopilot system, portable device 200 may interface
directly with a bus on which the autopilot system is directly
connected. Alternatively, portable device 200 may have a
direct digital and/or analog connection to an autopilot and/or
steering/control system that is not connected to a bus.

As such, in some embodiments, portable device 200 may
be used in conjunction with an unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) to receive flight plan information and pilot the UAV in
accordance with the flight plan information. Furthermore, in
some embodiments, communications module 204 may be
configured to receive routing commands from a data center,
such as ground center 110, and external device interface
module 208 is further configured to supply routing com-
mands to the autopilot system. In many embodiments, com-
munications module 204 is further configured to receive rout-
ing commands from the data center, and display device 228 is
further configured to update one or more displayed waypoints
based on the routing commands. In some embodiments, por-
table device 200 receives routing commands from the data
center and supplies the routing commands to the autopilot
system of aircraft 105, and portable device is located onboard
anunmanned aerial vehicle. Accordingly, portable device 200
may operate with or without user 104 onboard aircraft 105.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an exemplary method 300 for
processing situation awareness information that may be used
with system 100 (shown in FIG. 1). Method 300 includes
receiving 302 situation awareness information at a portable
device, such as portable device 200 (shown in FIG. 2). The
portable device is located onboard an aircraft, such as aircraft
105 (shown in FIG. 1). Moreover, the situation awareness
information includes at least a real-time position of a plurality
of aircraft, such as other aircraft 112 (shown in FIG. 1).

Method 300 further includes determining 304 a real-time
position of the portable device. As the portable device is
located onboard the aircraft, the real-time position of the
portable device corresponds to the real-time position of the
aircraft. The real-time position of the portable device may be
determined using, for example, a GPS sensor, such as GPS
sensor 220 (shown in FIG. 2).

A moving map is displayed 306 on a display device, such as
display device 228 (shown in FIG. 2). The moving map is
overlaid with the situation awareness information and the
real-time position of the portable device. Accordingly, a user,
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such as user 104, may use the portable device to view a
real-time position of the aircraft on which the portable device
is located, as well as a real-time position of other aircraft.

FIG. 41is a diagram of an exemplary data processing system
400 that may be used in implementing one or more of the
embodiments described herein. For example, portable device
200, sensor module 202, communications module 204, user
interface module 206, external device interface module 208,
and/or processing module 210 may be implemented using
data processing system 400. In the exemplary embodiment,
data processing system 400 includes communications fabric
402, which provides communications between processor unit
404, memory 406, persistent storage 408, communications
unit 410, input/output (I/O) unit 412, and display 414.

Processor unit 404 serves to execute instructions for soft-
ware that may be loaded into memory 406. Processor unit 404
may be a set of one or more processors or may be a multi-
processor core, depending on the particular implementation.
Further, processor unit 404 may be implemented using one or
more heterogeneous processor systems in which a main pro-
cessor is present with secondary processors on a single chip.

As another illustrative example, processor unit 404 may be
a symmetric multi-processor system containing multiple pro-
cessors of the same type. Further, processor unit 404 may be
implemented using any suitable programmable circuit
including one or more systems and microcontrollers, micro-
processors, reduced instruction set circuits (RISC), applica-
tion specific integrated circuits (ASIC), programmable logic
circuits, field programmable gate arrays (FPGA), and any
other circuit capable of executing the functions described
herein.

Memory 406 and persistent storage 408 are examples of
storage devices. A storage device is any piece of hardware that
is capable of storing information either on a temporary basis
and/or a permanent basis. Memory 406, in these examples,
may be, for example, without limitation, a random access
memory or any other suitable volatile or non-volatile storage
device. Persistent storage 408 may take various forms
depending on the particular implementation.

For example, without limitation, persistent storage 408
may contain one or more components or devices. For
example, persistent storage 408 may be a hard drive, a flash
memory, a rewritable optical disk, a rewritable magnetic tape,
or some combination of the above. The media used by per-
sistent storage 408 also may be removable. For example,
without limitation, a removable hard drive may be used for
persistent storage 408. Persistent storage 408 may also
include so-called “cloud” storage.

Communications unit 410, in these examples, provides for
communications with other data processing systems or
devices. In these examples, communications unit 410 is a
network interface card. Communications unit 410 may pro-
vide communications through the use of either or both physi-
cal and wireless communication links.

Input/output unit 412 allows for input and output of data
with other devices that may be connected to data processing
system 400. For example, without limitation, input/output
unit 412 may provide a connection for user input through a
keyboard and mouse. Further, input/output unit 412 may send
output to a printer. Display 414 provides a mechanism to
display information to a user.

Instructions for the operating system and applications or
programs are located on persistent storage 408. These instruc-
tions may be loaded into memory 406 for execution by pro-
cessor unit 404. The processes of the different embodiments
may be performed by processor unit 404 using computer
implemented instructions, which may be located in a
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memory, such as memory 406. These instructions are referred
to as program code, computer usable program code, or com-
puter readable program code that may be read and executed
by a processor in processor unit 404. The program code in the
different embodiments may be embodied on different physi-
cal or tangible computer readable media, such as memory 406
or persistent storage 408.

Program code 416 is located in a functional form on com-
puter readable media 418 that is selectively removable and
may be loaded onto or transferred to data processing system
400 for execution by processor unit 404. Program code 416
and computer readable media 418 form computer program
product 420 in these examples. In one example, computer
readable media 418 may be in a tangible form, such as, for
example, an optical or magnetic disc that is inserted or placed
into a drive or other device that is part of persistent storage
408 for transfer onto a storage device, such as a hard drive that
is part of persistent storage 408. In a tangible form, computer
readable media 418 also may take the form of a persistent
storage, such as a hard drive, a thumb drive, or a flash memory
that is connected to data processing system 400. The tangible
form of computer readable media 418 is also referred to as
computer recordable storage media. In some instances, com-
puter readable media 418 may not be removable.

Alternatively, program code 416 may be transferred to data
processing system 400 from computer readable media 418
through a communications link to communications unit 410
and/or through a connection to input/output unit 412. The
communications link and/or the connection may be physical
or wireless in the illustrative examples. The computer read-
able media also may take the form of non-tangible media,
such as communications links or wireless transmissions con-
taining the program code.

In some illustrative embodiments, program code 416 may
be downloaded over a network to persistent storage 408 from
another device or data processing system for use within data
processing system 400. For instance, program code stored in
acomputer readable storage medium in a server data process-
ing system may be downloaded over a network from the
server to data processing system 400. The data processing
system providing program code 416 may be a server com-
puter, a client computer, or some other device capable of
storing and transmitting program code 416.

The different components illustrated for data processing
system 400 are not meant to provide architectural limitations
to the manner in which different embodiments may be imple-
mented. The different illustrative embodiments may be
implemented in a data processing system including compo-
nents in addition to or in place of those illustrated for data
processing system 400. Other components shown in FIG. 4
can be varied from the illustrative examples shown.

As one example, a storage device in data processing system
400 is any hardware apparatus that may store data. Memory
406, persistent storage 408 and computer readable media 418
are examples of storage devices in a tangible form.

In another example, a bus system may be used to imple-
ment communications fabric 402 and may be comprised of
one or more buses, such as a system bus or an input/output
bus. Of course, the bus system may be implemented using any
suitable type of architecture that provides for a transfer of data
between different components or devices attached to the bus
system. Additionally, a communications unit may include one
or more devices used to transmit and receive data, such as a
modem or a network adapter. Further, a memory may be, for
example, without limitation, memory 406 or a cache such as
that found in an interface and memory controller hub that may
be present in communications fabric 402.
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The embodiments described herein facilitate processing
and presenting dynamic situation awareness information. A
portable device operable onboard an aircraft communicates
with a data center to receive situation awareness information,
such as the real-time position of other aircraft. The portable
device also includes sensors for determining the real-time
position of the portable device, and accordingly, the aircraft.
The received situation awareness information and the real-
time position of the aircraft may be displayed on the portable
device. Further, the portable device may also be used to
transmit situation awareness information to the data center,
the situation awareness information gathered from one or
more airborne sensors.

The systems and methods described herein prove a pilot
and/or autopilot of an aircraft with real-time, in-flight, and/or
over-the-horizon situation awareness information and advi-
sory information, such as, for example, traffic safety advisory
information. Further, the systems and methods described
herein may be implemented using existing network technol-
ogy. Moreover, the embodiments described herein may be
implemented using relatively inexpensive portable devices,
such as, for example, tablet computers and/or smart phones.

Unlike at least some known situation awareness systems
and methods, because the systems and methods described
herein utilize a portable device, the systems and methods
described herein are relatively inexpensive and accessible.
Furthermore, unlike at least some known situation awareness
systems, the portable device need not be permanently
installed within an aircraft. Further, the portable device may
be utilized to process and present situation awareness infor-
mation for aircraft that are unable to support at least some
known situation awareness systems. Moreover, unlike at least
some known portable device, the described systems utilize
networked information instead of solely relying on local
information obtained from line-of-site short-range sensors
and transponders.

The embodiments described herein may utilize executable
instructions embodied in a computer readable medium,
including, without limitation, a storage device or a memory
area of a computing device. Such instructions, when executed
by one or more processors, cause the processor(s) to perform
at least a portion of the methods described herein. As used
herein, a “storage device” is a tangible article, such as a hard
drive, a solid state memory device, and/or an optical disk that
is operable to store data.

Although specific features of various embodiments of the
invention may be shown in some drawings and not in others,
this is for convenience only. In accordance with the principles
of the invention, any feature of a drawing may be referenced
and/or claimed in combination with any feature of any other
drawing.

This written description uses examples to disclose various
embodiments, which include the best mode, to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice those embodiments,
including making and using any devices or systems and per-
forming any incorporated methods. The patentable scope is
defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable device for presenting situation awareness
information, said portable device operable onboard an air-
craft and comprising:
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a communications module configured to communicate
with a data center to receive situation awareness infor-
mation and routing commands from the data center,
wherein the situation awareness information includes at
least a real-time position for each of a plurality of addi-
tional aircratft;

an external device interface module configured to supply
the routing commands received from the data center to
an autopilot system of the aircraft;

a sensor module configured to determine a real-time posi-
tion of said portable device; and

a display device configured to overlay a moving map dis-
play with the situation awareness information and the
real-time position of said portable device, wherein said
portable device is a tablet computer.

2. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said portable device is located onboard an unmanned aerial
vehicle.

3. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said situation awareness information includes at least one of
an advisory, a warning, and a route command.

4. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said portable device further comprises a user interface mod-
ule configured to receive at least one alert from a user.

5. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said communications module is configured to receive situa-
tion awareness information that includes weather advisories,
and wherein said display device is configured to display
received weather advisories.

6. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said communications module is further configured to transmit
the real-time position of said portable device to the data
center, and wherein the data center is one of an automated
dynamic airspace control center, an air route traffic control
center, an airport-based control tower, a terminal radar
approach control system, or a flight service station.

7. A portable device in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said display device is further configured to display a plurality
of waypoints corresponding to a flight plan of the aircraft.

8. A portable device in accordance with claim 7, wherein
said display device is further configured to update the dis-
played plurality of waypoints based on the routing commands
received from the data center.

9. A method for processing situation awareness informa-
tion, said method comprising:

receiving, at a portable device operable onboard an aircraft,
situation awareness information and routing commands
from a data center, the situation awareness information
including at least a real-time position for each of a plu-
rality of additional aircraft;

supplying the routing commands received from the data
center to an autopilot system of the aircraft;

determining a real-time position of the portable device; and

displaying, on the portable device, a moving map overlaid
with the situation awareness information and the real-
time position of the portable device, wherein the por-
table device is a tablet computer.

10. A method in accordance with claim 9, further compris-

ing:

verifying, at the portable device, the validity of the routing
commands, wherein the portable device is located
onboard an unmanned aerial vehicle.

11. A method in accordance with claim 9, wherein deter-
mining a real-time position of the portable device comprises
determining the real-time position of the portable device
using a global positioning system sensor.
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12. A method in accordance with claim 9, wherein receiv-
ing situation awareness information comprises receiving situ-
ation awareness information that includes locations of at least
one of flocks of birds, thermals, turbulence, and control tow-
ers.

13. A method in accordance with claim 9, further compris-
ing displaying, on the portable device, a plurality of way-
points corresponding to a flight plan of the aircraft.

14. A method in accordance with claim 13, further com-
prising:

updating the displayed plurality of waypoints based on the

routing commands, wherein the data center is located
onboard another aircraft.

15. A method for transmitting a real-time position of an
aircraft comprising:

positioning a portable device onboard the aircraft, the por-
table device including a sensor module and a communi-
cations module;

determining the real-time position of the aircraft using the
sensor module;
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transmitting the real-time position of the aircraft from the
portable device to a data center using the communica-
tions module, wherein the portable device is a tablet
computer,

receiving, at the portable device, routing commands from

the data center; and

supplying the routing commands received from the data

center to an autopilot system of the aircraft.
16. A method in accordance with claim 15, further com-
prising:
receiving, at the portable device, situation awareness infor-
mation from a user onboard the aircraft; and

transmitting the situation awareness information from the
portable device to the data center using the communica-
tions module.

17. A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein receiv-
ing situation awareness information comprises receiving one
or more alerts.

18. A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein deter-
mining the real-time position of the aircraft comprises deter-
mining a real-time position of the portable device using a
global positioning system sensor.

#* #* #* #* #*



